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Recycling Rate Reaches 21% 


Municipal reports for the period 7/1/92 through 6/30/93 have been completed and 
show a statewide recycling rate of 21% - a 2% increase over FY 91-92. This rate is 
derived from the reports received from 145 cities and towns throughout the state. 
The reports also indicate that the average resident recycles .19 tons of material per 
year. The items which were included when calculating this rate were office paper, 
glass and metal containers, plastic containers, commingled containers, corrugated 
cardboard, newspaper, mixed paper, storage batteries, scrap metal, collected leaves, 
waste oil, anti-freeze, magazines, and phone books. The figures do not include 
redeemable deposit containers, auto scrap, or certain other commercial recyclables. 


Special congratulations are due to those municipalities which have met or surpassed 
the state’s 25% goal. 


Enforcement Update 


The Department of Environmental Protection has taken enforcement action against 
several towns that have violated Section 22a-220(h) of the Connecticut General 
Statutes. This section requires each municipality to submit an annual recycling 
reports(s) to the DEP. The DEP has issued a NOTICE OF VIOLATION to each of 
the municipalities listed below. To date, the following municipalities have not 
submitted their reports; Oxford, West Haven, Thomaston, Suffield, Rocky Hill, 
Ridgefield, Hamden, East Granby, Griswold, Killingly, and Thompson. 


"Teaching Connecticut’s Littlest Recyclers" 


You're never too young to learn about recycling! Unfortunately, most programs and 
curricula available on this topic focus on the upper elementary grades, often 3rd 
through 6th grade. To assist local Recycling Coordinators and other educators to 
reach a younger age group, CT DEP’s Recycling Education Coordinator, Meg Enkler, 
will present a workshop titled, "Teaching Connecticut’s Littlest Recyclers", which 
will focus on classroom activities for preschool through 1st grade children. The 
agenda will include an interactive felt board presentation, "Michael Learns To 
Recycle". All attendees will receive a pattern to duplicate this low-cost and versatile 
program. A participatory play to teach youngsters about “composting concepts" and 
the "wonders that worms work" in our soil will also be featured. 


So save Wednesday, March 16, 1994, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on your 
calendar to attend this free program at CT DEP offices on 79 Elm Street in Hartford. 
Please call Meg Enkler at 566-8722 to receive an agenda or to pre-register. To 
facilitate the exchange of ideas among participants, we will devote a block of time to 
allow attendees 10-15 minutes to discuss programs of their own for children in this 
age group. Please let us know when you register if you have a program that you'd 
like to present. 


Upcoming Meeting 


"Redefining Resources", 13th Annual New England Resource Recovery Conference 
and Exposition, June 13-14, 1994, at Holiday Inn By The Bay in Portland, Maine. 
For more information contact: New Hampshire Resource Recovery Association 
(NHRRA), P.O. Box 721, Concord, N.H. 03302-0721. Phone: (603) 224-6996. 


HHW Workshop Series Continues 


The second and third Household Hazardous Waste Workshops announced in the 
December issue of the Gazette have been rescheduled. The second workshop is 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 2, 1994. Speakers will focus on paint 
recycling, reuse and source reduction of toxics in the home. The third program will 
be held Wednesday, February 16, 1994. DEP legal staff will be available to discuss 
liability issues relating to household hazardous waste disposal and collection. The 
appropriate steps to take to acquire permits for permanent HHW collection facilities 
will be covered by regulatory staff. 


Both workshops will be held at the DEP office building on 79 Elm Street in Hartford 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Contact Tom Metzner or Meg Enkler at 566-8722 for more 
information or if you would like to attend. There is no fee, but pre-registration is 
preferred. 


Don’t Recycle Your Sharps! 


CT DEP would like to remind home users of sharps, such as insulin users, that 
careless disposal of this item can cause injuries to workers in the waste industry. No 
container filled with sharps should be recycled. Intermediate Processing Centers 
(IPCs) which handle recyclables in our state have sorting lines at which workers 
separate different materials by hand for further processing and sale. If a detergent 
bottle or other similar container is filled with needles it is possible that it could 
rupture and workers in the sorting line could be injured. Home users of sharps 
should place used sharps in the trash, NOT in the recycling bin. For more 
information on this topic, contact Meg Enkler at 566-8722. 


Pilot Program In Washington State Targets "Sharps" Disposal 


A pilot project sponsored by the Washington State Pharmacists Association is 
underway in Washington State. The program seeks to remove spent syringes 
generated by home users from the municipal waste stream. Washington has also 
encountered the problem of people "recycling" their used sharps. Three new options 
for disposal are available on a limited basis. 


In the "mail-back" system, customers purchase a sharps container at the pharmacy 
when picking up their prescription. Containers are designed so that once the needles 
are inserted they can no longer be removed. One container usually holds a years 
supply of needles (assuming, for example, that a diabetic will use 1 needle per day). 
The $26-35 charged covers the cost of the container, 1st class postage and an 
incineration fee, which is the ultimate disposal method used. These containers are 
not yet available at all pharmacies. 


In a second option, the "drop-off' system, the patient pays $3.50 for the sharps 
container which they then return to the participating pharmacy. The full container 
is deposited into a mailbox-like receptacle, which is then emptied by a local hauler 
who arranges for disposal. This project is being subsidized by a local hauler and a 
needle manufacturer. Finally, in some areas, home users of sharps have the option 
of purchasing a container and then calling a licensed medical waste hauler to do 
home pick up. Cost figures for this service were not available. 
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